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that 1 woman was found suffering from syphili
and 1 from gonorrhoea. The report does no

however, state how the disease was contracte
in these two cases. Further, 460 men and 13
women were examined by the medical officer o

health and the assistant woman doctor afte
having voluntarily reported themselves to th
medical officer of health in order to receive treat
ment or to be sent to hospital. Of the total numbe
of patients examined, 28 men and 60 women wer,
admitted to hospital. The Board of Health defrayec
the expenses of special treatment for 209 men, o
whom 69 suffered from syphilis. The woman

doctor treated 49 women and 2 children at the
Board of Health. Of these, 32 women and tin
2 children suffered from syphilis. Certain case;
of venereal disease which were given ambulator
treatment by the Board of Health were also givei
free medicine ; this raised the cost during the yea]
to kroner 3862, as compared with kroner 2782 ir
1915. One notification dealt with a case of infec
tion with syphilis after treatment with salvarsan
The medical officer of health approached the police
22 times with a view to securing their help foi
revealing sources of infection. One woman was
admitted to hospital by the help of the police. The

police notified 19 women and secured one convic-
tion of offence against the law that any person who
knows that he or she suffers from venereal disease
and yet indulges in sexual intercourse or exposes
another person to infection is liable to punishment
up to three years’ imprisonment. Dr. Schou does
not state what penalty followed this isolated
conviction, nor does he say why convictions were
not secured in the other cases notified by the
police. That they secured only one conviction out
of 19 cases is, however, in itself an eloqueut
testimony to the difficulties encountered in legisla-
tive attempts to penalise the spread of venereal
disease. 

____

THE ORGANISM OF TYPHUS.

IN the third number of The New East, a monthly
review of "thought and achievement in the Eastern
and Western worlds," published in English and
Japanese at Tokyo, appears a short summary by
Professor Futaki and his colleagues of the present i
position of the search for the causal agent of

typhus. Typhus was introduced into Japan from
Russia in 1914, and the epidemic since occurring
has afforded ample opportunity for etiological
study. So far various competing agents have held
the field : bacilli described by Ricketts and
Wilder, intra-leucocytic bodies by Nicolle, both
in 1910; a diplobacillus noted by Rabinowitsch
and a diplococcus by Furth in 1912; other intra-
corpuscular bodies seen by Prowazek, and recently
cocci again by Plotz and his co-workers. After
carefully examining these rival claims Futaki

reported to the Japanese Congress of Internal
Medicine in April, 1916, his inability to confirm any
of them from his own observation, adding his con-
clusion that the virus was either a free, non-

visible corpuscle or a minute spirochaate. After

finishing an investigation into rat-bite fever with
the isolation of a spirochsete the Japanese
observers have now done the same for typhus.
In April of this year a spirochaste was found in the
lumen of a kidney tubule in a patient dead of
typhus, and similar organisms in the next seven
cases examined except one at a very late stage of
the disease. Later spirochastes were found in the
urine of patients in an early stage, and injections

is of blood from one such made into a rhes2cs monkey
)t, gave rise after nine days’ incubation to an illness
d in which similar spirochootes were found in kidneys
38 and urine. The organism is described as resemb.
of ling in form the S. pallida, 6.8 fl in length, with 5-7
Br windings, and a short cilium at each extremity. It
ie stains with silver and Giemsa. Dr. Futaki and his
,t- colleagues at the Imperial Institute for Infectious
3r Diseases, Tokyo, believe the organism they describe
re to be the causal agent of typhus, and propose for it
d the name of S. exanthematotyphi. The name is
3f correct but cumbrous in Western characters, and if
,n the Japanese organism, as seems probable, retains
Le its place, we might prefer to call it S. japonica.
Le ______ 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF VETERINARY
OFFICER FOR THE YEAR 1916.

r THE report for 1916 of the Chief Veterinary Officer
n of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries (pub.
- lished by H.M. Stationery Office) shows that the
1. problem of combating the diseases of animals at
e home must not be neglected, even though the
r thoughts of everybody are concentrated on war
IS and war areas. England, from its insular position,
e is especially fortunate in regard to its ability to
- prevent the entry of suspect animals from abroad,
o as it is enabled to enforce quarantine precautions;
e and for this reason there are some maladies which
s continEntal veterinary authorities are called in
t to deal with which do not exist with us. However,
s some of these contagious diseases still gain an
1 entrance, and this in a manner at present not
3 satisfactorily explained, but the necessity of careful
a attention to home matters as well as those outside
t the island of Great Britain itself is thus demonstrated.
t Foot-and-mouth disease of cattle is an instance of
- this, an outbreak of which occurred on Feb. 10th at a
1 place as far away from a port of cattle debarkation

as Shepton Mallet in Somerset. By the skill of the
veterinary inspector it was diagnosed and reported,
and the Board of Agriculture confirmed and dealt

7satisfactorily with it. Careful inquiries, however,
L failed to detect the origin of the outbreak. In the
l report the other scheduled diseases are dealt with,
, particularly swine fever, swine erysipelas, tuber-
i culosis, glanders, anthrax, and sheep scab. 4331
, outbreaks of swine fever were confirmed, an increase

of 337 on the previous year. Serum treatment was

accepted by the owners in 83 per cent. of suitable
cases, the results showing a benefit of 17 per cent.
in favour of pigs on premises where such treatment
was applied. Serum treatment being preventive
and not curative, successful results depend largely
on getting early in touch with outbreaks. Greater
finality is hoped from treatment with sero-vaccine,
which is still on its trial, since the mortality from
the treatment itself has been considerable. About
9000 specimens were examined and reported upon in
the Veterinary Laboratory-altogether a busy year’s
work when many of the staff are away on active
service. 

____

AN exhibition of war specimens, collected by
members of the Royal Army Medical Corps and
prepared by members of the museum staff of the
Royal College of Surgeons, will be opened in the
museum of the College, Lincoln’s Inn-fields, W.C.,
on Thursday, Oct. llth, at 3 P.M., by Sir Alfred
Keogh, G.C.B., Director-General of the Army Medical
Service. At the same time the Council of the
College will present its honorary Fellowship to
Sir Alfred Keogh.


